M.ICROGRAPHIA. 

u nd [ UC J as . X can hardl y believe, that thelikeisto be 

F^Z ll any ° th f r p? d 7 u in the vv0rld ’ for th ^ e 5s a large 
Feather in the wing of a Bird, but contains neer a million of diftinft pa « s 

and every one of them Ihap^d in a molt regular & admirable form, adapt! 

ed to a particular Defign : For examining a middle ciz’d Goofe-quilf I 

eafily enough found with my naked eye, that the main ftem of it contain’d 

about 300. longer and more Downy branchings upon one fide, and as 

f b e other of more ft iff but fomewhat fhorter branchings. Many 

01 thele long and downy branchings, examining with an ordinary M- 
crojeope , I found divers of them to contain neer 1200. fmall leaves fas T 
may call them, fuch as EF of the firft Figure of the 2 3. Scheme) and a 
many ftalks 5 on the other fide, fuch as I K. of the fame Figure each of 
the leaves or branchings, E F, feem’d to be divided into about fixteen or 
eighteen fmall joints, as may be feen plainly enough in the Figure, out of 
molt ol which there feem to grow fmall long fibres, fuch as are exprefs’d 
,n Figure, each of them very proportionally fhap d according to its 
pofition, or plac d on the ftalk E F 5 thole on the under fide of it, name- 

2 5 4 j 5 s ^3 7> 8, 9, &c. being much longer then thofe directly od- 

pofite to them on the upper 5 and divers of them, fuch as 2,2 4 56780 
&c. were terminated with fmall crooks, much refembling thofe fmall 
crooks, which are vifible enough to the naked eye, in the feed-buttons of 
Bur-docks. The ftalks likewife, I K on the other fide, leem’d divided into 
neer as many fmall knotted joints, but without any appearance of firings 
or crooks, each of them about the middle K,feem’d divided into two parts 
by a kind of fork, one fide of which, namely, K L, was extended neer 
the length of K I, the other, M, was very fhort. 

The tranfverfe Sections of the Items of thefe branchings, manifefted 
the lhape or figure of it to be much like I N O E, which confifted of a 
horny fkin or covering, and a white feemingly frothy pith, much like the 
make of the main ftem of a Feather. 

Theule of this Arrange kind of form, is indeed more admirable then all 
the reft, and fuch as delerves to be much more lerioully examin’d and 
confider’d, then I have hitherto found time or ability to do 5 for certain- 
ly, it may very much inftruft us in the nature of the Air, elpecially as to 
lome properties of it. 

_ The Items of the Downy branches I N O E, being rang’d in the order 
vifible enough to the naked eye, at the diftancc of I F, or fomewhat 
more, the collateral ftalks and leaves (if I may lo call thole bodies I new- 
ly delcribed) are fo rang’d, that the leaves or hairy ftalks of the one fide 
lie at top, or are incumbent on the ftalks of the other, and crols each’ v 
other, much after the manner exprels’d in the lecond Figure of the 

2 3. scheme, by which means every of thole little hooked fibres of the 
leaved ftalk get between the naked ftalks, and the ftalks being full of 
knots, and a prety way dif- join’d, fo as that the fibres can eafily get be- 
tween them, the two parts are lo clolely and admirably woven together, 
that it is able to impede,for the greateft part, the tranlcurfion of the Air 5 
and though they are lo exceeding Imall, as that the thickncls of one of 



